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SOME LETTEES FEOM WILLIAM HAMILTON, OP THE 
WOODLANDS, TO HIS PEIVATE SECEETAEY. 

BY BENJAMIN H. SMITH. 

(Concluded from page 159.) 

Lancasteb October (16) 1789 
J past 9 at night 

Yesterday (being Negroes Holiday) I took a ride into 
Maryland in order to see the canal begun by Mr. Brindly 
at Baldfryar Falls & have but just return'd greatly fatigued 
having rode thirty odd miles on Horseback since dinner. 

Lancaster June 12* 1790 
When I wrote you last I was so truly unwell that it was 
difficult for me to hold up long enough to make up a letter. 
... I have just now roused myself in order to prepare for 
removing for the day to Mr. (Jasper) Yeates' as it will not 
be possible with any degree of comfort for me to remain at 
this House during the fair which begins tomorrow morning. 
... If any thing would give me relief it would be to hear 
frequently & fully from Home. But this satisfaction is 
most cruelly denied me. . . . There is not a day at this 
season without the offer of an opportunity. Four people 
vol. xxix. — 17 (257) 
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with whom I am acquainted have at different times passed at 
Huhley's during this week on their way here. J . . could 
tell me of his seeing Ann at the play on Monday and from 
others I could hear of her being at Gray's (Gardens) with- 
out receiving a letter by either. Common sense would 
point out the necessity of my having constant information 
respecting the grass grounds at Bush Hill and at the Wood- 
lands which must be now nearly in a state for mowing. . . It 
would have been an agreeable circumstance to me to have 
heard the large sumachs & lombardy poplars as well as the 
magnolias have not been neglected. The immense number 
of seeds from foreign countries must certainly have pro- 
duced (if attended to) many curious plants. The casheros, 1 
eonoearpus Arnott's walking plants &c which I planted out the 
day before I left home have I hope been taken care of. I 
should however been glad to have heard of their fate as 
well as respecting the Gooseberries and Antwerp Rasp- 
berries given me by Dr Parke. After the immense pains I 
took in removing the exotics to the north front of the House 
by way of experiment, & the Hurry of coming away pre- 
venting my arranging them, you will naturally suppose me 
anxious to know the success as to y* plants and the effect 
as to appearance in y* approach & also their security from 
cattle. The curious exotic cuttings & those of the Frank- 
linea 2 I did not believe it possible for even you to be inatten- 
tive to. ... I wished you to be very active on the arrival 
of the India ships, in finding out whether any passengers 
had seeds &c . . I find Bartram has Cape plants & seeds 
but hear not a word of your having got any for me. By 
the way, I should be glad if you had given the reason of 
BartramB ill Humour when you called. He certainly had no 
cause for displeasure respecting his plants left under my 

1 Anacardium occidentale from tropical America. 

J Franklinea Alatamaha from Georgia, discovered by John and Wil- 
liam Bartram, and usually referred to the genus Gordonia. It is now 
only known in cultivation. A fine specimen may be seen in Fairmount 
Park, and another in the Painter Arboretum in Delaware County. 
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care during the winter . . . Mr Wikoff promised me some 
seeds of a cucumber six feet long. 1 . . . 

W H 



The Woodlands Sep* 1790 
Tuesday 9 o'clock at night. 

I promised to write to you on Sunday evening or Mon- 
day but was unable to perform my promise. Having been 
so unfortunate in returning from Mr Ross's as to overset 
my sulky. As one of tbe wheels struck a stone 2 feet high 
when I was driving at the rate of 7 miles an Hour you will 
not wonder that the shock was violent. Although I have to 
thank Heaven that I have no broken limb I am very fearful 
of having for a long time to complain of a very severe 
strain'd ankle. The agony I experienced for the first 20 
minutes was so extreme that I had no doubt of the leg 
being shatter'd to pieces. What added to my misery was 
that I was quite alone without the possibility of extricating 
myself untill the chariot came up which was about a mile 
behind. The mare stop'd (after dragging the sulky between 
20 & 30 feet) as if she was shot and to this I attribute my 
salvation, entangled and helpless as I was. The women as 
you will suppose (more especially as it was at night 5 miles 
from Home) were horridly alarmed, to lessen which as 
much as possible I persisted in being put again into y* sulky 
& drove myself home in a situation painful beyond expres- 
sion & accomplished it with difficulty. I have been ever 
since so ill as to keep my bed & although I am this evening 
freer from pain & hope to be up tomorrow I am at this mo- 
ment Bolster'd up for the first time in order that I might 
write to you. 

In my Hurry when you went away I omitted to remind 
you respecting the transparent white spermaceti oil which 
you may remember I mentioned you was to be purchased 
at New York. As it would be a very useful & convenient 

1 Trichosanthes anguina or Snake-cucumber, a cucurbitaceous climber 
from the East Indies. 
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article for our Lamps this winter I desire you will enquire 
for it. Mr Rivington will be as likely as any body to inform 
you. If I recollect rightly some such name as Mountford 
was one of the House who had it to dispose of. 

In case you go to Brannan's I beg you to look particu- 
larly at his largest Gardenias & Arbutus so as to give an 
account of the size as well as the prices of them. I men- 
tioned to you the Teucrium or Germander & I now recol- 
lect his having what he called a china rose. I have 
moreover a shrewd suspicion that Gray's single Arabian 
Jasmine came from Brannans although Brannan may not 
know it by that name. You will therefore find out what 
Jaamines he has & their prices & see whether he has any 
aloes, Geraniums, myrtles &c which I have not. Possibly 
he may have another plant of the African Heath which Gray 1 
got from him & other large d'ble myrtles as good as Gray's. 
You will also make the same enquiries of Spurry. 

Having laid so long in Bed I write by way of amusement 
but find myself a good deal tired with the awkward position 
I am in & must therefore conclude. 

I am very truly your friend &c 

"W" Hamilton 

Brannan had a trefoil which he called a cinquefoil. I 
know not whether it has yet travelled to Grays. I take it 
to be the moon-trefoil, 2 a very pretty shrub. 

Downing's Tavebn Octob r 21" 1790 
Thursday night. 

The evening was so very fine that when I got to the fork 
where the road turns off to the Turk, I thought it as well 
to come forward to this place where I arrived just before 
half past eight o'clock. You will judge of the Goodness of 
the Road by the rate of my travelling when you allow for 
baiting at the rising Sun where the horses were fed with 
oats. It was after three when I left Home. I was so hur- 

1 George Gray, the proprietor of Gray's Gardens. 
* Medicago arborea of southern Europe. 
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ried on coming off that I dont think I was particular enough 
in my directions to George respecting the Hot House & G. 
House. . . . 

Lancaster Friday Oct' 22 a 1790 
When I left Home yesterday I did not expect to be here 
until this evening but starting early & finding the roads 
pretty good I made out to arrive at Edward's by J past 
three o'clock this afternoon. . . . 

Lancaster May 30 th 1791 
I am happy in the opportunity of informing you for the 
satisfaction of my mother that we arrived here in good time 
for tea yesterday without any material occurrence except 
the Heat which was truly violent ... I am really anxious 
& so is Anne to hear of William Slade . . Dr Parke can 
tell you what D* Jones says of the case . . . Among the 
things forgotten is the grate model which lays under the 
Quadrille Boxes in the dining parlour. It should be sent 
up by the first opportunity . . Mr & Mrs Yeates, Mr & Mrs 
Smith made us a formal visit to day, which we shall as for- 
mally return tomorrow. Who should I meet at Downings 
but Mr Ashley. We supped together & he behaved very 
well, indeed with real politeness. 

I hope Hilton has planted the double tuberoses. 

Lancaster June 6, 1791 
. . The plants sent by Mr. Von Kohr are valuable & I 
hope George will particularly attend to them. The palm 
is called Cornon from Cayenne & along side of him as 
von Eohr says is a young cacao or chocolate plant. The 
last particularly is alive I hope. The Hibiscus tiliacens in 
y' 2 a Box, is the mahoe tree, & the Boots are the pancratium 
maritimum. The flower pot contains an anacardium occi- 
dentale. As to the cereus cutting I would not have it di- 
vided but planted in a heavy pot of such a size as not to be 
over-potted & placed in such a situation as to be properly 
supported & secured from being blown over by the wind. 
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... I am sorry to hear of Doctf Parkea being unwell. I 
flatter'd myself he would have paid some attentions to my 
request of a visit from him to the Borough, but fear he 
will not oblige me . . . So far I have written in answer to 
your letter. I will go further according to the time al- 
lotted me, which is but short. 

The great man here now rides the high Horse. He (with 
his wife & Daughter) made us one formal visit the day after 
our arrival, which we as formally return'd the 2 d day 
afterwards. Since which we have seen or heard no more 
from them, nor do I expect we shall during the time we 
are here. By this I take it for granted he is rather out of 
temper. Be it so ; I am determined I will not make my- 
self uneasy about it, being conscious of having acted with 
propriety in the whole Business between us. The formal 
conduct of his family has however had no effect on other 
folks, for every body else has been very civil to Anne. 
She is invited out every day and is very happy. She joins 
me in a wish to have Peggy with us. I beg my mother 
will assist our endeavours to accomplish it. Mr. Richard 
Smith now goes down to attend his sister hither in the 
stage. It is said Miss Gibson will come with him. If 
Peggy can obtain her mother's approbation to come with 
them it will make Anne & me very happy to see her & we 
will on our return send Eleanor Home in the stage . . . 
Ann joins me in love to all & in best wishes to "W m Slade. 
I am yours sincerely 

WH 

June 11* 1791 Lancaster 
12 at night 

It is now late at night & I have but just heard of Gen 1 . 
Hand's 1 going off at Daylight in the morning. I have 

1 Dr. Edward Hand of Lancaster who served throughout the Kevo- 
lutionary war, attaining the rank of Major General. He was a member 
of the Pennsylvania Assembly of 1785, and of the State Constitutional 
Convention of 1790. 
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therefore no time for more than to inform you Peggy 
Hamilton's safe arrival here almost four o'clock this after- 
noon so little fatigued as to take an airing in the carriage 
with Ann & me as soon as she had got her dinner. D r 
Parke's & your account of poor Slade has given me great 
uneasiness. . . . 

June 13' h 1791 Lancaster 

I meant to have written you a long letter & the Girls 
also meant to write, but from the hurry as well as con- 
fusion attendant on a tavern find it impossible, for even my 
own Boom is not secure from Intruders. "We have all 
been at Mr Hubley's the whole day & but this moment (12 
at night) got Home. I expect an opportunity by a private 
hand tomorrow or next day which I shall not fail to make 
use of in being more particular. At present suffice it to 
say that we are all well & have had a great deal of fun 
at the fair which has been one of y* fullest that has been 
for many years. . . . 

Lancaster August 3 4 1792 

. . . The Idea I gave you that I was far from sanguine 
in my expectations as to the success of my Journey hither 
was by no means ill founded. I am sorry to say it is more 
& more confirmed every day. Although this County from 
its first settlement has never known such a glorious Har- 
vest it being literally true that no mans Barn is sufficient to 
contain his crops & although this Borough has in the fullest 
degree shared in this abundance, yet there is an universal 
complaint of want of money & the town itself is less lively 
than I have ever known it. I am henceforward determined 
to make May the appointed time for my attendance here, 
being convinced it is the best on every account ... I 
have so much leisure as to think of passing tomorrow & 
the day after at the Susquehannah ... I would have you 
without hesitation go directly to Jn° Lithen & endeavour to 
secure the pike's tooth aloe at anything short of 4 dollars. 
That aloe which he got (like mine from von Bohr) I should 
like to prevent the kind from spreading. I have subjoined 
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a list of what I wish to have priced ... I hope when the 
valley hay was stacked there were layers of salt between 
those of hay. . . . 

Lancaster IS* August 1792 
It is a disappointment to me to find that you did not 
properly secure von Rohrs agave at Gray's. I wish'd to 
prevent its getting into other hands. The same motive 
makes me desirous to have the Arbutus & the Rose apple 1 
which however are priced so high that I do not imagine 
they will find a ready sale before my return . . Mrs. 
Martin makes her first appearance on the stage this even- 
ing. Curiosity without any expectation of amusem* 
alone carries me there. Nothing but to see her would in- 
duce me to go, for it is the merest bear garden that I ever 
put foot into. ... 

6 o'clock Wednesday morning 
Chester 7* November 1792 

Although my eyes are almost out with writing last night 
& its hardly yet light enough to use them were they ever so 
strong, I find myself under the necessity of resuming the 
pen. . . . When you go to Rutters mention that there are 
near a dozen old pictures (portraits) the canvass of which is 
as good as new. They are all on good stretching frames & 
would be excellent (by covering them with a coat of white 
lead) for painting on. Possibly he may not know it but it 
is a well known fact in England that to a painter old paint- 
ings, provided the canvas is in tolerable order, are as precious 
for painting on as an old madeira cask is to a wine connois- 
seur. They will be in our way when the Lumber R. comes 
to be cleaned out on my return. . . . 

Lancaster Sept r 29* 1794 
. . . The passing thro of the militia & the military prepa- 
rations of the people themselves in this town has put an end 
to every kind of Business. . . The last 100 dollars I had I 

1 Eugenia Jambos from the East Indies, noted for the beauty of its 
foliage, flowers and fruit. 
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gave to Rosa Robesons' son whom I met accidentally in the 
street in Macpherson's uniform . . . This House has been 
constantly crowded to such a degree that I have not been 
able to keep my own chamber free from continual interrup- 
tion. The last of the Philadelphians went off today & the 
Lancaster militia go off tomorrow, after which I shall Hope 
to do some Business, but have my fears that not much can 
be done as the town will I expect be so compleatly thinned 
as to leave nobody to do business with. 

I truly rejoice to hear that one of the Bills that I sent on 
account of the Boys . . . has been paid ... I cannot doubt 
their coming in some of y* Fall ships. From the very alarm- 
ing accounts received here of the return of y* yellow fever I 
conceive it will be necessary to adopt some mode of getting 
the Boys in case of their arrival to land at Chester & come 
forward by land to the "Woodl 48 . H they are not warned of 
the danger they may come directly to y* wharf with the 
vessel. If accounts are not much exaggerated this Day has 
been an horrid one to spread the disorder. God grant a 
change to stop its progress. 

The Woodlm 17 th March 1802 
Your letter from Lancaster was not rec'd until some days 
after its date when I was so unwell as to be unable to put 
pen to paper. . . . Early in the winter I discovered acci- 
dentally that the plynths (or supprts) of the portico columns 
were rotten as punk & that the whole of them as well as the 
roof hung in jeopardy. The securing of them by under- 
pinning with stone which was immediately necessary was 
attended with an immensity of trouble & no small degree of 
expense. This you will readily believe when you are told 
that the columns & Roof were obliged to be raised & sup- 
ported during the operation by screws of an immense force. 
This was hardly ended when an accident happen'd equally 
unlooked for & was nearly attended with most serious con- 
sequences. The ceiling of my dining parlour (in conse- 
quence of the rascality of ... in laying the plaister to the 
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thickness of from 4 to 5 Inches) came down at once (with- 
out the smallest previous notice) with such force as to crush 
all in its way & shake the House like an aspen leaf & with 
such a noise that the family at Weeds came out of the ferry 
House to know what cannon had fired so near them. As 
the whole cornice had to come down, the repairs have been 
attended with great inconvenience & cost. Had these how- 
ever been ten times greater I ought not to repine, when I 
recollect my mothers & my own providential escape, for had 
the ceiling fallen ten minutes later & it would have crushed 
both of us to atoms aa it did the furniture. We were just 
going down to breakfast as we felt the shock. "While the 
ceiling was repairing the House itself had like to have been 
destroyed by fire which had got to a considerable head & 
burnt thro the roof without being observed. Had the dis- 
covery been delay'd a few minutes all efforts would have 
been in vain to save it, nor indeed would it have been at 
this moment in existence but for the unparelell'd exertions 
of my faithful George at the imminent risque of his life. 
During the short days for five or six weeks together twelve 
or 14 people have been constantly employ'd in repairing the 
injuries sustained by the accidents. So many different 
troubles & others which I have not named preying on my 
mind have, I have no doubt, been the real cause of my gout 
which indeed was hasten'd by a violent strain of my right 
instep. Such a winter I have never before experienced in 
my life. God grant I may never have such another to 
encounter. 

Your friend & serv' 

W. Hamilton 

The Woodlm Feb? 21, 1804 
... An express arrived to me this morning from Lan- 
caster with an address from the inhabitants, requesting of 
me to offer ground for the accommodation of the legislature 
in case of their fixing their permanent residence there, to 
which I have assented & the messenger has returned. It 
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seems the Business is to be taken up on Thursday next, 
having been brought forward in another form & that it will 
be then finally fixed — As a temptation the grand Jury at the 
court last week has offer'd 25,000 dollars towards defraying 
the expence of the publick Buildings. I am really sorry to 
find you will not be there. 

Lancaster August IB" 1 1804 
... It may be a matter of surprise to you to be informed 
of my nephew Andrew Hamilton's marriage in England to 
an Heiress of 5 or 6,000 p r year. As the consequence will 
be that I shall never see him again, I am at a loss to know 
whether to be pleased or displeased. The world would 
laugh at me were I to say I was not pleased with such a 
match in point of fortune. But there are many circum- 
stances to make me think he might have been as happily 
situated here & he certainly was more entitled to my regard 
than any of the family. 



